Askew School of Public Administration and Policy

MPA Program Fact Sheet

1. Degree Title
a. Master’s of Public Administration

2. Organizational Relationship between program and university
a. The Askew School of Public Administration and Policy operates within the
College of Social Sciences and Public Policy at Florida State University

3. Modes of Program Delivery

a. The MPA program is available in two modalities — traditional face-to-face and
online (synchronous or asynchronous, depending on the course). All core
courses are taught in both modalities, while some electives are offered in
only one modality, typically online so that the classes are available to all
students. The program offers a wide range of specializations as well as the
flexibility for students to select electives from across the university to meet
their preferred career objectives.

4. Number of Credit Hours
a. The MPA program requires 42 semester hours of courses. These include
24 hours of required credit (eight courses) and 18 hours of elective credit
(six courses). The required courses include a substantive core of five
courses, a two-course methodology sequence and an applied research
project called the Capstone Project

5. Length of Degree
a. Full-time students, taking twelve credits per semester, will complete the
MPA program in a year and a half, including summers. Those taking
courses on a part-time basis, taking six credits per term, will complete the
degree requirements in three years. Students who work 30 or more hours
per week generally attempt no more than six credit hours per term until
they are well established in graduate work.

6. Career Tracks
a. The MPA program is designed to enable students to select the
combination of elective courses that best fits their expected career
direction. Students are strongly encouraged to pursue one of the School’s



career tracks that guide students’ elective course selections and
professional development toward particular roles in public service,
nonprofit, and related fields. Our MPA career tracks include:
i. Local Government Management
ii. Leadership and Strategic Management
iii. Public Financial Management
iv. Evidence-Based Policymaking
v. Managing Nonprofit Organizations
vi. Emergency Management and Homeland Security
vii. International and Non-Governmental Organizations

7. Joint Degrees
a. The MPA program offers the opportunity for students to gain a joint
graduate degree with other departments at Florida State University.
Students must be accepted to both programs to participate, these include:
i. Urban and Regional Planning
ii. Social Work
iii. Criminology
iv. Law

8. Fast Track
a. The Askew School, through its combined pathways program, allows
undergraduate students at Florida State University to take up to 12
graduate credit hours of MPA courses that will count for both a bachelor’s
and the MPA degree FSU.

9. Number of Students
a. Inthe 2025 fall semester, 219 students were enrolled in the MPA Program.
Of these, 62 students were full-time, while 157 were taking courses on a
part-time basis.



