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Mae Baltz
Economics and Statistics Major

Ashira Casanova
Public Health Major

Noah Dankner
Economics Major

Chelsea Gow
Public Health Major

De'Shawn Brundidge
Political Science and Interdisciplinary
Studies Major

Nataly Chalco-Lopez
 Political Science and Economics Major

Mae joined the DMC with an interest
in health economics, urban and
regional planning, and risk-related
topics. This academic year, she has
continued research on sober homes
in Florida and won second place at
the annual Association of Private
Enterprise Education research
competition. The Palm Beach Post
featured her op-ed in January, titled
"To end opioid scourge, rethink Palm
Beach County sober home rules." 

De'Shawn's research reflects his
fascination with community issues,
including public health,
homelessness, and small business
status in Leon County. In the past,
he has done research for the
Collegetown GIS team and
individual research focusing on
small business closures during the
COVID-19 lockdowns of 2020-21.

Nataly graduated from Florida
State University in December
2021. During her time with the
DMC, she explored areas of
research related to the spending
distribution and patterns of
individuals experiencing
homelessness in Tallahassee. 

Noah joined the DMC during the
2020-21 school year. With a passion
for economics, Noah has spent his
time at the DMC studying the effects
of zoning laws on housing supply,
occupancy, and availability. Last
year, he won first place at the
annual Association of Enterprise
Education research competition. 

Chelsea is an FSU alumna and
social entrepreneurship research
assistant with the DMC. She has
researched and contributed to
written works on the free clinic
sector.  As of February 2022, she
has been a Data Manager for the
Florida Association of Free and
Charitable Clinics. 

Ashira has been an active health
policy researcher and
undergraduate research assistant
with the DMC since the fall 2021
semester. She has used socio-
economic measures to conduct
research on topics related to
public health crises. 
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Eli Mckown-Dawson
Political Science and Philosophy Major

Yolanda St. Fleur
Political Science and Music Major

Pe'Keiydra Williams
Exercise Physiology Major

Kyle Ringers
International Affairs Major

Danielle Waidley
Economics and Spanish Major

Eli joined the DMC to explore his
research interests on public opinion,
polling, and political behavior. The
ever-ambitious Eli is a Fellow with
the Institute of Politics at FSU, a
member of the Research Intensive
Bachelor’s Certificate Program, and
President of the Pre-Law Society at
FSU. The Tallahassee Democrat
featured his column, titled "When it
comes to views of campus climate,
political ideology is important." 

During his time at the DMC, Kyle
has focused his research on
placemaking efforts in the
Midtown area of Tallahassee. He
hopes to find what additional
steps Midtown can take to create
a "heightened sense of place and
community." Kyle has an interest
in diplomacy and hopes to shape
it into his career. 

Yolanda began her time at the DMC
with a love for public policy. She has
conducted her research on college
student housing preferences.
Yolanda serves as Director of
Student Policy with the Torchlight
Campus Policy Center and
Parliamentarian for Tau Beta Sigma.
She presented her research at this
year's Association of Private
Enterprise Education conference.

Danielle graduated from FSU in
December 2021. With interests in
both economic policy and
education, Danielle was able to find
her place at the DMC. She focused
her research on the effects of school
choice on housing prices. Danielle's
post-graduation plans are to
continue her service with
Americorps at Goodwill Big Bend
and then become a teacher with
Teach for America in the fall.

This academic year, Pe'Keiydra
conducted research with the DMC's
Director, Dr. Samuel Staley, on the
predictors of gun violence in Leon
County. She has shown an astute
intellect in the study of sustainable
programs and policies in relation to
gun violence that can be
implemented in communities to
increase public safety. 
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Camila Aponte
Political Science Major 

Max Epstein
FSU ‘14 BS in Geography, '17 BFA in
Sculpture and Public Art

Carlos Leon
Economics Major 

Arthi Solayappan
Political Science Major 

Chloe Wain
Political Science; Economics and
Editing, Writing, & Media Major

Carlos joined the DMC to gain
experience relevant to his law school
ambitions. He expressed interest in
economic research and criminal law.
He worked with our eminent domain
team to hone his skills in economic
research. Although criminal law is not
directly in the DMC's scope, Carlos
found a new passion for government
transparency and the role legislators
play in city planning.

Camila has been with the eminent
domain and redevelopment team
since the fall of 2021 and is very
interested in research that allows
her to dismantle systemic issues in
the American System, issues that
she was seldom aware of as an
international student. She
presented her research on eminent
domain in Tallahassee at FSU's
annual Undergraduate Research
Symposium. 

Max is a double alumnus of Florida
State University. Max joined the
DMC to research the use of eminent
domain by Tallahassee's
government and the effect on
displaced people with the
redevelopment of surrounding
areas. Through his research, he
advocates for equitable
development. He presented this
research at the annual American
Association of Geographers
meeting.

Arthi joined the DMC in 2021 and
she has since been working with
the team to explore the impacts of
eminent domain in Tallahassee.
Arthi's goal is to develop reform
policies that protect private
citizens by raising awareness about
arbitrary  seizures. 

Chloe joined the DMC under the
Undergraduate Research Opportunity
Program in the fall 2021 semester.
Since, she has researched the impacts
of eminent domain on infrastructure
and redevelopment projects in
Tallahassee. Chloe's goal is to further
analyze and dismantle the systematic
issues in the United States legal system. 
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Ava Jowers
Finance and Real Estate Major

Ava entered the DMC in October of
2021. Her research focuses on
amenities and property values
within Tallahassee's CollegeTown
region. This spring, she published
an op-ed on CollegeTown
amenities through the Tallahassee
Democrat. Her other research
interests relate to real estate
market trends and urban
development.

Samantha joined the DMC in
August of 2021 to analyze factors
that influence the revitalization of
the Tallahassee CollegeTown
region. She has since worked as
the GIS and CollegeTown team
manager. Her research with the
DMC specifically addresses
transportation throughout the
region and increasing walkability.
She presented her research at the
annual American Association of
Geographers meeting. 

Samantha Murray
Master's in Applied Geographic
Information Sciences

Cameron Mullin
Economics Major

Cameron joined the DMC through
the UROP program at the
beginning of the 2021-22
academic year to contribute to
research on CollegeTown and the
Gaines Street Corridor. Mullin is a
first-year student with research
interests in the economic effects
that the CollegeTown/Gaines
Street development has had on
the Tallahassee community. 

Olivia Rodrigue
Economics Major

Olivia joined the DMC in the
beginning of the 2021-22 school
year. Her research on the
sustainability practices and
economic benefits of
CollegeTown are what brought
her to the DMC. She is
particularly interested in
continuing her study of 
 sustainability practices and the
costs and benefits of
implementing them into society. 
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Corrine is the manager for the Data
Analytics Group (DAG) at the DMC.
In this role, Corrine works with a
multi-person team and the center’s
partner DataMadeUseful, LLC to
update, maintain, and interpret data
available through the transparency
website FloridaOpenGov.org.
Corrine hopes to combine the
insights she has gained from the
fields of economics and psychology
with empirical tools to conduct
meaningful research for effective
solutions of social issues.

Corrine Bresky
Economics and Psychology Major 

Emily is a third-year student
majoring in Statistics with a double
minor in Business Analytics and
Mathematics. She has been a
crucial part of the Data Analytics
Group at the DMC since August of
2021. Emily created a video
introducing the topic of data
literacy, which was posted across
the DMC's social media platforms.
During the spring semester, she
returned to work at Delta Airlines,
where she is in a Schedule
Analytics Co-Op position.   

Emily Grusky
Statistics Major 

Andje has been a member of the
DMC’s Data Analytics Group
since January 2022. Andje's
research focuses on digital
learning platform accessibility,
particularly in the COVID-19
period. Her study focuses on
low-income and minority
populations, and the potential
barriers that may limit their
access. This spring, she
published a blog on her research
on the DMC's website. 

Andje Louis 
Political Science and International
Affairs Major 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/datamadeuseful.com/__;!!Epnw_ITfSMW4!5_r9GyY-3HCwR0mQu1XcknEW5BcvQPRtWd4Tn-8gImYNYF-ZEgKQ_YOjKrLRS5rG3gI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/floridaopengov.org/__;!!Epnw_ITfSMW4!5_r9GyY-3HCwR0mQu1XcknEW5BcvQPRtWd4Tn-8gImYNYF-ZEgKQ_YOjKrLRIy6ngdY$
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Lindsey joined the DMC during the
spring 2022 semester to gain
more practice in editing and
writing. She has enjoyed working
with the researchers and writing
blogs for the FSU College of Social
Sciences blog.  She hopes to join a
publishing company when she
graduates. 

Lindsey Anderson
Editing, Writing, & Media Major 

Katelyn DeStefano
 Editing, Writing, & Media Major 

Jillian Kaplan
Editing, Writing, & Media Major 

Tia Nicholson
Editing, Writing, & Media and
Media/Communications Major 

Madison Riccio
Media/Communications and English Major 

Jillian joined the DMC in
October 2021 and has
throughly enjoyed helping the
researchers with their work.
She is particularly interested in
the editorial angle of media
and has since found a passion
for journalism while working
here. 

Madison joined the DMC during
the spring semester, where she
has worked alongside the team to
collaborate on blogs and social
media posts. After graduation,
Madison hopes to continue
working in the field of
advertisement and social media. 

Tia joined the DMC in August 2021
when she began working as the
Editorial and Public Affairs Manager.
She coordinates the editorial team
to edit written content, manage the
DMC's social media accounts, and
lead workshops. During the fall
semester, she published an op-ed in
the Tallahassee Democrat titled, 
"DeSantis undermining individual
freedom, conservative principles."
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Dr. Samuel Staley
DeVoe L. Moore Center Director

Dr. Crystal Taylor
Research Director

Kevin Gomez
Business Manager

Samuel R. Staley is the center director of the DeVoe L. Moore Center. Dr. Staley's academic and

professional expertise includes urban policy, economic development and redevelopment, social

entrepreneurship, land use, and regulation. He is a film critic at the Independent Institute, a

nationwide independent consultant, and former Robert W. Galvin Fellow at Reason Foundation

in Los Angeles. He is the author, co-author, or editor of seven books on public policy and

popular culture, including The Beatles and Economics: Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and the Making

of a Cultural Revolution (Routledge 2020).

Crystal Taylor is the director of research at the DeVoe L. Moore Center. She leads applied

research projects and the Data Analytics Group (DAG) on real estate, mapping, and regulatory

processes. Dr. Taylor has published in peer-reviewed journals with a focus on active travel

infrastructure and how the arts facilitate community capacity building. She is an AICP certified

planner who has collaborated on educational program evaluations and environmental plans for

the State of Florida. As an award-winning instructor, she has taught and mentored students on

urban planning and applied economics topics.

A Central Florida native and FSU graduate (economics, ‘16), Kevin Gomez joined the DMC as its

business manager in the summer of 2021. Prior to joining FSU, he was an MS Fellow in the

Mercatus Center at George Mason University (where he earned his master’s degree in

economics). From 2018 to 2021, he was the program manager at the Institute for Economic

Inquiry at Creighton University in Nebraska. He taught economics at Creighton University and

currently teaches economics as an adjunct professor at Tallahassee Community College. His

research has been published in Applied Economic Perspectives and Policy, Journal of Private

Enterprise, and the Quarterly Journal of Finance and Accounting as well as popular venues such as

The Washington Examiner, the Lincoln Journal Star, and the Omaha World-Herald.
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Dr. Keith Ihlanfeldt
Eminent Scholar

Dr. Randall G. Holcombe 
Professor of Economics

Keith Ihlandfeldt is an internationally recognized scholar in urban and regional science, having

been elected a Fellow of the Regional Science Association International in 2009. He has

contributed foundational work on housing segregation, job accessibility, residential mobility,

growth management, impact fees, and state and local public finance. In addition to his academic

work, he has conducted research for the US Department of Housing and Urban Development,

US Department of Commerce, the Upjohn Institute for Employment Research, the Russell Sage

Foundation, the Federal Transit Administration, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Lincoln Institute

of Land Policy, and others. He has served on the editorial boards of leading research journals,

including The Review of Regional Studies and Economic Development Quarterly.

Randall Holcombe is a leading scholar on public finance and public policy. He is the author of

more than fifteen books, including Political Capitalism (Cambridge University Press),

Entrepreneurship and Economic Progress (Routledge), and Producing Prosperity: An Inquiry into the

Operation of the Market Process (Routledge). He is a former member of Florida Governor Jeb

Bush’s Council of Economic Advisors, former president of the Public Choice Society, former

president of the Society for the Development of Austrian Economics, and a Senior Fellow with

the James Madison Institute. His scholarly articles have appeared in leading economics journals,

including the American Economic Review and National Tax Journal.



As the working and leveraging arm of the DeVoe L. Moore Center, the Internship and
Research Assistant Program is responsible for a substantial portion of the center's output
for publications and analysis on government regulation and public policy issues. The
program welcomes undergraduate and graduate students who are interested in areas of
government, public policy, and entrepreneurship.

ABOUT THE DMC'S INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

Interns are expected to be a part of a professional public
discussion on key policy concerns in Tallahassee, Florida,
and at the national level. Integrated into the program is an
optional academic credit-based system that is applied
toward the interns' academic progress.

Prospective interns may contact Dr. Samuel Staley, the
director of the center, through an email inquiry to
sstaley@fsu.edu or by leaving a written statement of
interest in the center's office at 150 Bellamy Building.

ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-2022


