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Office Contact Information 
161A Bellamy Building        ckitchens@fsu.edu 
Florida State University      https://sites.google.com/site/kitchct/ 
Tallahassee, FL 32306  
    
Education 
Ph.D., University of Arizona, May 2012  
Dissertation: “Lessons from the TVA” Supervised by Price Fishback 
MA, University of Arizona, 2009 
BA, Economics, Auburn University, 2007 
 
Academic Appointments:  
August 204- present, Professor and Sliger Scholar, Florida State University, Dept. of Economics  
August 2018 – July 2024, Associate Professor and Sliger Scholar, Florida State University, Dept. of 
Economics  
August 2014 – July 2018, Assistant Professor, Florida State University, Dept. of Economics 
August 2012 – May 2014, Assistant Professor, University of Mississippi, Dept. of Economics 
 
Affiliations: 
October, 2019 – Present, Research Associate: National Bureau of Economic Research (DAE) 
May 2013– October, 2019, Faculty Research Fellow: National Bureau of Economic Research (DAE) 
 
Editorial Positions: 
September 2019 – 2024, Board of Editors, Journal of Economic History 
June 2021 – 2024, Co-Editor of Research in Economic History 
 
Research Fields: 
Primary fields: Economic History 
Secondary fields: Development, Health, Law and Economics 
 
Publications: 
“A Dam Problem: TVA’s Fight Against Malaria 1926-1951” The Journal of Economic History. 73:3. 
pp694-724. 2013. 
 
“The Effects of the Works Progress Administration's Anti Malaria Programs in Georgia 1932-1947” 
Explorations in Economic History 50:4 pp567-581. 2013 
 
“Identifying Changes in the Spatial Distribution of Crime: Evidence from a Referee Experiment in The 
National Football League” Economic Inquiry 52:1 pp259-268. 2014.  
 
“The Role of Publicly Provided Electricity in Economic Development: The Experience of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority 1929-1955” The Journal of Economic History. 74:2. pp 389 – 419. 2014. 
 
“The Use of Eminent Domain in Land Assembly: A Case Study of the Tennessee Valley Authority” 
Public Choice 160:30 pp455-466. 2014. 
 
“Dealing with Eminent Domain” (with Alex Roomets).  Journal of Behavioral and Experimental 
Economics. 54 p p22-31. 2015.  
 

mailto:ckitchens@fsu.edu
https://sites.google.com/site/kitchct/


 “Are Winners Promoted too Often? Evidence from the NFL Draft 1999-2012” Economic Inquiry 53:2 pp 
1317-1330. 2015. 
 
“Flip the Switch: The Spatial Impact of the Rural Electrification Administration 1935-1940” (with Price 
Fishback) The Journal of Economic History. 75:4. pp1161-1195. 2015. 
 
“Can Buyer Mobility Reduce the Prevalence of Holdout in Land Assembly Games?” (with R. Mark Isaac 
and Javier Portillo) Journal of Urban Economics. 95. pp16-30. 2016. 
 
“Market Structure, Ownership, and the Provision of Residential Electricity: Evidence from the United 
States at Mid-Century” (with Taylor Jaworski) Explorations in Economic History.  64:2 pp53-61, 2017. 
 
“The Impact of Award Uncertainty on Settlement Negotiations” (with Eric Cardella). Experimental 
Economics. 20:2 pp333-367. 2017. 
 
“From darkness to light: The effect of electrification in Ghana 2000-2010” (with George Akpandjar), 
Economic Development and Cultural Change. 66:1 pp31-54. 2017. 
 
“Parallel lives of hard hitting criminals: Evidence from NCAA Football” (with Matthew Makofske and Le 
Wang). Southern Economic Journal. 85:3 pp 821-864. 2019. 
 
"National Policies for Regional Development: Evidence from Appalachian Highways" (with Taylor 
Jaworski), Review of Economics and Statistics. 101:5 pp 777-790. 2019. 
 
“How Robust is the Superstar Effect in Contests?” (with Michael Babington and Sebastian Georg). 
Journal of Sports Economics. 21:1 pp44-63. 2020.  

“Civil Asset Forfeiture, Crime, and Police Incentives: Evidence from the Comprehensive Crime Control 
Act” (with Shawn Kantor and Steven Pawlowski). Economic Inquiry. 59:1 pp217-242. 2021. 

"The Impact of Place Based Poverty Relief: Evidence from the Federal Promise Zone Program" (with 
Cullen Wallace). Regional Science and Urban Economics, 95. 2022  

 “Highways and Globalization” (with Taylor Jaworski and Sergey Nigai) , International Economic 
Review, Volume 64, Issue 4, November 2023, Pages 1615-1648.  
 
"The Impact of the WWI Agricultural Boom and Bust on Female Opportunity Cost and Fertility" (with 
Luke P. Rodgers), The Economic Journal, Volume 133, Issue 656, November 2023, Pages 2978–3006.  
  
Working Papers: 
 
"Economic Geography and the Efficiency of Environmental Regulation" (with Alex Hollingsworth, 
Taylor Jaworski, and Ivan Rudik) conditionally accepted, JPE:Micro 
 
Works in Progress: 
“Neighborhood Tipping and Information Disclosure” (with R. Mark Isaac and Thomas Frye) 
 
“The Urban Wage Premium in Historical Perspective” (with Taylor Jaworski and Kyle Butts) 
 
“Market Access in the 20th Century” (with Taylor Jaworski and Sergey Nigai) 



 
“Human Capital Decisions in Resource Booms: Evidence for the Role of Dynamic Complementarities” 
(with Taylor Jaworski and Luke Rodgers) 
 
“The 1918 Spanish Flu: The long-run impact in rural geographies” (with Ezra Goldstein, Analise Maillet, 
and Luke Rodgers)  
 
“Subsidizing Entry in Retail Electricity Markets: Evidence from the Rural Electrification Administration 
(with Taylor Jaworski and Andrew Smyth) 
 
 
Published Book Reviews and Book Chapters: 
“Energy in American Economic History” (with Rowena Gray) in eds. Louis Cain, Price Fishback and 
Paul Rhode, Oxford Handbook of American Economic History, Oxford University Press. 2018. 
 
Review of Mosquito Soldiers: Malaria, Yellow Fever, and the Course of the American Civil War by 
Andrew McIlwaine Bell. The Journal of Economic History. 2010 
 
Review of Transforming the South: Federal Development in the Tennessee Valley 1915-1960. By 
Matthew L. Downs. The Journal of Economic History 2015.  
 
Review of The Pox of Liberty. By Werner Troesken. EH.net 2016. 
 
Review of Daniel Seldge's Health Divided: Public Health and Individual Medicine in the Making of the 
Modern American State. The Journal of Southern History. June 2018. 
 
Review of Jason E. Taylor’s, Deconstructing the monolith: the microeconomics of the National Industrial 
Recovery Act. The Economic History Review 73, no. 2 (2020): 609-610. 
 
Review of William Adler's Engineering Expansion: The U.S. Army and Economic Development1787-
1860. The Economic History Review. 74, no. 4 (2022):1384-1385. 
 
Presentations since 2020: 
Southern Economic Association Annual Meeting, November 2023 
Yale Dept. of Economics, October 2023 
Yale Economic History Conference, Diversity and Ideas, September 2021 
NBER DAE: Spring Program Meeting, March 2021 
American Economic Association, January 2021 
Southern Economic Association Annual Meeting, November 2020 
The Economic History Association Annual Meeting, September, 2020 
Clemson University, January 2020  
Vanderbilt, February 2020  
 
Honors, Scholarships, and Fellowships: 
Florida State University, College of Social Sciences, Teaching Award - 2020 
Institute for Humane Studies, Hayek Award, 2020 ($2,000) 
Florida State University, College of Social Sciences, Seed Grant, 2020 ($5,000) 
Florida State University, Graduate Faculty Mentor Award, 2019 
The Institute for Humane Studies, Seminar Series Grant. Spring 2017 ($1,250) 
The Institute for Humane Studies, Seminar Series Grant. Fall 2016 ($3,750) 
The Institute for Humane Studies, Seminar Series Grant. Spring 2016 ($3,750) 



Florida State University, Council on Research and Creativity, FYAP Grant 2015 ($20,000) 
The University of Mississippi College of Liberal Arts Summer Research Grant 2013 ($7,500) 
The National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, 2010-13 ($10,000) 
Charles Koch Foundation: Opportunity and Mobility Grant, 2013 ($5,000) 
The University of Arizona:  Elmer Brown Memorial Scholarship, 2011 
The Institute for Humane Studies Humane Studies Fellowship, 2010, 2011 ($2,000) 
The Economic History Association Exploratory Travel Grant, 2010 ($2,500) 
The Economic Science Lab Grants for Researchers (with Alex Roomets), 2010 ($1,750) 
The University of Arizona:  Don Wells Teaching Fellowship, 2010 
National Academy for Nuclear Engineering Scholarship, 2004 
 
Advising: 
Matthew Makofske (Ph.D. U. Mississippi, 2015) first placement – Miami University (VAP) 
Javier Portillo (Ph.D. FSU, 2017) first placement – Birmingham Southern University (Tenure track) 
Steven Landgraf (Ph.D. FSU, 2018) first placement – Wittenberg University (Tenure track) 
Fred Bedsworth (Ph.D. FSU, 2018) first placement – Miami University (VAP) 
Brandon Brice (Ph.D. FSU, 2018) first placement – UNC Wilmington (Lecturer)  
Brian Trost (Ph.D. FSU, 2019) first placement –Neiman Marcus (Consumer Insight Analyst) 
Michael Babington (FSU, 2019) first placement –National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (Data 
Scientist) 
Kevin Chiu (Ph.D. FSU, 2019) first placement – Precision Health Economics (Analyst) 
Steven Pawlowski (Ph.D. FSU, 2023) first placement – New York City Dept. of  Finance (Analyst) 
Hanna Hoover (Ph.D. FSU, 2020) first placement –University of Michigan (post doc) 
Eric “Jason” Baron (Ph.D. FSU, 2020) first placement - University of Michigan (post doc); Duke 
University (tenure track) 
Cullen Wallace (Ph.D. FSU, 2020) first placement – Georgia College and State University (tenure track)  
Arthur Nelson (Ph.D. FSU, 2021) – FSU (adjunct) 
Jon Oxley (Ph.D. FSU, 2021) first placement – Trinity University (VAP) 
Ezra Goldstein (Ph.D. FSU, 2022) first placement – Pennsylvania State University (Assistant Research 
Professor, Social Science Research Institute)    
Annalise Maillet (Ph.D. FSU, 2022) – Lewin Group (Economist)  
Tim Rooney (Ph.D. FSU, 2022) – Amazon (Economist) 
Travis LaHue (Ph.D. FSU, expected 2025) – Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Economist) 
Anthony Manucci (Ph.D. FSU, 2023) – US Department of Transportation (Economist) 
Thomas Frye (Ph.D. FSU, 2023) – Georgia College and State University (tenure track)  
Brad Davis (Ph.D. FSU, 2024) – University of Missouri (post doc) 
 
Professional Affiliations/Service: 
American Economic Association 
Cliometric Society (Board of Trustees, 2022-2026) 
Economic History Association 
Western Economic Association 
Southern Economic Association 
 
Referee Service: 
American Economic Review, AEJ: Applied, AEJ: Policy, Berkeley Electronic Journal of Economic 
Analysis and Policy, Demography, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Economic History 
Review, Economic Inquiry, Essays in Economic and Business History, European Review of Economic 
History, Explorations in Economic History, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of Development 
Effectiveness, Journal of Health Economics, Journal of Labor Economics, Journal of Sports Economics, 
Journal of Transportation and Land Use, Journal of Urban Economics, Montana: The Magazine for 



Western History, Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, Public Choice, Review of Economics and 
Statistics, Southern Economic Journal, The Independent Review, The Journal of Economic History, The 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, University of Chicago Press, World Development  
 
Departmental Service:  
University of Mississippi, PhD Micro Prelim Committee, 2012-2014 
Florida State University, Hilton Chair Search Committee, 2014.  
Florida State University, PhD Micro Prelim Committee, 2015 
Florida State University, Hilton Center Executive Committee, 2015- 
Florida State University, Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2016-2017 
Florida State University, Course Development, Undergraduate Research Experience, 2016 
Florida State University, Junior Search Committee, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2021-22, 2023-24 
Florida State University, Graduate Studies Committee, 2017- 
Florida State University, Course Development, Introduction to Research Methods in Economics, 2018 
Florida State University, Dept. Executive Committee, 2017-2019, 2020 
Florida State University, Dept. Library Liaison, 2018- 
Florida State University, Director of Graduate Studies, 2021- 
Florida State University, Annual Evaluation Committee, 2023-24 


