
International Affairs Comprehensive Exam FAQs 
(updated: Fall 2023) 

Q1. What is the Comprehensive (aka “Comp”) Exam? 
A1. The Comprehensive Exam consists of nine (9) essay-style questions from three (3) faculty members, selected by the 
student. Students are graded on their responses to six (6) of the nine (9) questions. (International Affairs majors will choose 
two (2) faculty to serve on their exam committee; Asian Studies and REES majors will choose all three (3) faculty for their 
committee.) Students are graded on their responses to six (6) of the nine (9) questions. The questions are based on the 
student’s specific coursework and the content gained throughout the program. Students will type their responses using a 
university computer in a proctored testing environment during a prearranged exam time. 

All students pursuing the course-based track of the International Affairs graduate degree are required to register for and 
pass the Comprehensive Exam (INR8966) to be eligible to graduate from the program. A passing score on the exam is 80 %, 
passing four (4) of the six (6) responses submitted. Students have two (2) attempts to pass the exam within their seven (7) 
year residency window. If a student is unsuccessful in both attempts, that student is not able to graduate from the program. 

Q2. When is the exam offered? 
A2. The exam is offered once a semester (in Fall and Spring) and possibly twice in the summer semester. Check with the 
Graduate Program Specialist for the exact date of the exam prior to the end of Drop/Add. 

Q3. When do you register and take the exam? 
A3. Usually, students take the exam in their final semester of the program, though this is not required. To be able to take the 
exam, you must have satisfied both core courses (Seminar and Globalism). It is strongly recommended students take the 
exam as close to the completion of all coursework, so you retain as much information as possible from your courses. 

- You may take the exam during the same semester as one of your classes that is on your exam, but it is not 
recommended because the exam is taken during the semester (not at the end). 
- You may take the exam after completing all your classes, but if you only enrolled in the comprehensive exam (and 
not taking any other classes), the university will charge you one (1) credit hour of graduate tuition for the exam. 
This fee is non-negotiable. 

Q4. How do I register for the exam (INR8966)? 
A4. You will need to secure your exam committee (the three (3) professors who will make up your committee) and have 
them either sign the online fillable “Instructor Consent for Comprehensive Exam Committee Form” (available on the Canvas 
site), or you can forward the Graduate Program Specialist an email from each professor, where they indicate they are willing 
to serve on your committee for that semester. 
**If you do not take the comprehensive exam in the semester you registered for it, you will need to obtain 
CONFIRMATION from EACH professor AGAIN to serve on your upcoming exam committee in that future semester.** 

Q5. How many classes will be tested on the exam? How many questions per class? 
A5. For International Affairs majors: Either Dr. Metcalf or Dr. Nagar will be one of the professors, and they will ask you 
questions related to both the Seminar and Globalism core coursework. You then pick two additional professors (from two 
different participating departments), who will form your exam committee. For the exam, each professor will write three 
questions. You need to answer two questions from each professor. In total there are nine (9) questions on the exam; you 
must answer six (6), two from each professor. 

A5. For Asian Studies and REES majors: You will need to contact three (3) professors to serve on your exam committee, from 
at least two different participating departments. For the exam, each professor will write three questions. You need to 
answer two questions from each professor. In total there are nine (9) questions on the exam; you must answer six (6), two 
from each professor. 



Q6: Can you use a professor for a class that you are currently taking in the same semester as the exam?  
A6: No, it is not recommended. The exam is not at the end of the semester, so you wouldn’t have learned all the course 
material before sitting to take the exam. However, if you’ve taken (and completed) another class with that professor, that’s 
fine (if the professor agrees). Some professors prefer you to have taken at least two classes with them.  

Q7: Can you use a second INR professor? 
A7: Yes, if you took a second INR class with either Dr. Metcalf / Dr. Nagar (besides the Globalism and Seminar Core classes). 
Or if you took an INR class with another professor (such as Professor Vovsi or Dr. Bendeck), they could count as your second 
professor on your committee if they agree to serve on your committee.  

(For example, Dr. Metcalf could count as two of your three professors on your committee if you took a required class and an 
elective INR class with her (such as Yugoslavia for example).  

Q8. Do we pick individual classes for the exam or area of study? (Some people take multiple classes with the same 
professor.) 
A8. You need to select two professors and if you’ve had that professor for more than one class, the professor will likely ask 
you from which class you would like them to develop questions, or they may ask questions from both classes. It is up to the 
student to clarify with the professor from which class the exam questions will be created prior to the professor agreeing to 
be a committee member. 

Q9. If I am taking a course to satisfy the language requirement, can I use that professor for the exam? 
A9. No, there wouldn’t be enough information to test your knowledge of the course. All courses used towards the 
comprehensive exam must be at the graduate level. 

Q10. When should we contact our professors to ask them to write our exam questions? 
A10. No later than the last week of classes of the semester before you take the exam. (You must have all 3 professors 
confirmed by the 1st week of classes in the semester you are taking the exam.) Plan to remind your professors of their 
commitment to sit on your exam committee as you get closer to the exam date. 

Q11. Can I get extra time or special accommodation(s) to complete the exam? 
A11. If you have official accommodations on file with FSU Department of Student Support and Transitions, please email that 
documentation to the Graduate Program Specialist when you request to be registered for the comprehensive exam and 
communicate directly with the Instructor of Record to establish an appropriate plan of action. To see if you qualify for 
accommodations, please follow the instructions here or contact 850-644-9566.  

Q12. Can you ask your professors for practice questions? 
A12. Yes. It is up to the professor, but some will tell you the exam topics in advance (Dr. Metcalf does this). 

Q13. Are you allowed to answer more than 6 questions? 
A13. No. The graders look at the first two questions you answer for each section and grade those responses. 

Q14. Should we use examples in our responses? 
A14. It depends on the question; some questions are more suitable to use examples to support your response and some 
aren’t. Speak with your professors about this when they agree to be on your exam committee. 

Q15. Do you have to be in Tallahassee to take the exam? 
A15. It is expected that you will be in Tallahassee to take the exam. 

https://dsst.fsu.edu/oas/students/applying-for-services


Q16. How is the exam administered on campus? 
A16. The exam is administered in a computer lab on campus. When the test begins, you will be given a hard copy of your 
exam question packet. You will use a university computer to type your responses on a Word document during the allotted 
exam time. Your proctor will give you instructions before beginning the test on how to submit your responses. You will turn 
in your exam question packet to the proctor before leaving the exam. 

Q17. How do I pass the exam? 
A17. Each member of the exam committee will grade your responses to that member’s questions. Each question will be 
assigned a numerical score on the following scale: 

90-100: Pass with Distinction*	 80-89: Pass	 Below 80: Fail 
*Please note that when a student passes with distinction, the distinction will not appear on the student’s transcript. However, 
students who pass with distinction are encouraged to include this information on their resumes. 

The score for each portion of the exam will be the average of the scores assigned to each of the questions. The score of the 
total test will be the average of the three portions. To pass the exam, a student must achieve an overall score of at least 80 
AND a passing grade on at least four (4) out of the six (6) questions answered on the exam. Students must pass at least one 
(1) question from each portion of the exam and can fail only two (2) of the six (6) overall responses. 

Q18. What if I fail the exam? 
A18. If a student fails their first attempt, that student must pass the comprehensive exam on their second attempt, to be 
eligible to graduate from the International Affairs master’s program.  
NO STUDENT WILL BE ALLOWED TO TAKE THE COMPREHENSIVE EXAM MORE THAN TWICE. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Q19. Do you get feedback on your exam responses, regardless of whether you pass or fail? 
A19. No, professors do not give feedback. 

Q20. When do you get the exam results? 
A20. There is no definitive timeline, but you will receive your results via FSU email before graduation. 

Q21. What if I decide (for ANY reason) not to take the exam in the semester I registered for it? Can I defer to the next 
semester? 
A21. No. There is no deferring an exam. If you are unable to take your exam in the semester you registered for it, you will 
need to notify via email the Graduate Program Specialist (before the exam date and time begins) of this change. You will 
need to complete a Course Drop Request and remove the exam (INR8966) from your schedule. You will need to redo the 
process of securing your exam committee for the semester in which you plan to take the exam (email the Graduate Program 
Specialist documentation of your three professors confirming their participation in your exam committee).  

Important: If you are not registered for any other classes, the university will assess you a one (1) graduate credit hour fee 
to cover the cost of the exam. 

If you have any questions regarding the Comprehensive Exam after reading this document, 
contact the Graduate Program Specialist as soon as possible.


