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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Florida State University     Tallahassee, FL 
Visiting Instructor (August 2005  - Present) 
Visiting Instructor in Political Science Department for Masters of Applied Politics and Policy 
Program. Course taught:  Seminar in Political Research (POS5335,) Spring 2004-13; Seminar 
in Political Lobbying (POS5465) Fall 2004-12. 
 
Dumbarton Group, LLC     Tallahassee, FL 
Principal (August 2001  - Present) 
Dumbarton Group, LLC provides government affairs, communication, policy analysis, and 
association management services.  Recent clients include: Florida Chapter of the American 
Society of Consultant Pharmacists, Florida Alliance of Portable X-Ray Providers, Innovatix, 
LLC, BioScrip, Inc., and National Association of Portable X-ray Providers. 
 

American Society of Consultant Pharmacists      Alexandria, VA 
Assistant Director of Government Affairs (October 2000 – July 2001) 
Manager of State Government Affairs (January 1997 – October 2000) 
Responsibilities Included: 
- Advocating federal and state health issues relating to pharmaceutical use among seniors. 
- Monitoring, analyzing, and reporting federal and state regulatory and legislative activity relating 

to pharmaceuticals and health care. 
- Developing policy for Medicare and Medicaid payment advocacy initiatives. 
- Communicating public policy activity and analysis through presentations and written reports. 
- Implementing grassroots strategies to impact regulatory and legislative process. 
- Serving as Co-chairman of Alliance for Pharmaceutical Care, a coalition of 10 national 

organizations. 
 

National Grass Roots & Communications, Inc.     Alexandria, VA 
Manager of Health Care Policy (January 1995 - January 1997) 
Responsibilities Included: 
- Managing federal and state lobbying activities of health care clients. 
- Representing interest of health care clients before federal and state officials. 
- Designing and implementing grassroots programs. 
 

Ruder Finn, Inc.   Washington, DC 
Account Executive/Office Manager (February 1993 - January 1995) 
Responsibilities Included: 
- Developing and implementing lobbying and media relations strategies. 
- Writing proposals, pitch letters, press releases, media advisories and client materials. 
- Directing all financial and administrative aspects of office operations. 
 
EDUCATION 
 

Doctor of Philosophy, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida, 2005 
Major in Public Policy (Political Science Department) 
Dissertation: Networks, Interest Groups and the Diffusion of State Policy 
 



Master of Arts, The American University, Washington, DC, 1997 
Major in American Government 
 

The American University Lobbying Institute - Graduate, 1997 
The American University Campaign Management Institute - Graduate,1996 
 

Bachelor of Science, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, 1992 
Double Major in Political Science, Public Administration 
 
ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 
 

Appointments  
Instructor, Florida State University, August 2010 – Present 
 
Visiting Instructor, Florida State University, August 2005 – April 2010 
 
LeRoy Collins Fellowship, Florida State University, August 2001 – April 2005 
 
Courses Taught 
American National Government (POS1041, Undergraduate),  
Florida State University: Summer 2002-04 
 
Seminar in Political Research (POS5335, Masters of Applied Politics and Policy Program), 
Florida State University: Spring 2004-14 
 
Seminar in Political Lobbying (POS5465, Masters of Applied Politics and Policy Program), 
Florida State University: Fall 2004-14. 
 
Awards 
Florida State University Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award, Nomination: 2004 and 2005 
 
Publications 
2008. “Do Networks Enhance Cooperation?  Policy Communities, Issue Networks, and Joint 
Environmental Projects” with John T Scholz and Ramiro Berardo.  Journal of Politics 70(2): 
393-406. 
 
COMPUTER SKILLS 
 

Proficient in Windows and Mac environments. Extensive policy research experience with 
statistical programs including STATA and SPSS. 
 


