
A Message from the Interim Associate Dean for Research, Dr.
Jeffrey Brown

Dear COSSPP Colleagues,

The COSSPP Research Team is excited to share with you the Fall
2025 semester issue of Research Roll Call. In this issue, we
highlight a few recent faculty research accomplishments, welcome
a new member to the COSSPP Research Team, and highlight
some upcoming college and university events in the research
space.

Our team supports faculty in their pursuit of research funding.
Working in collaboration with the terrific COSSPP Communications
Team, we also celebrate faculty research achievements.

Please help us tell the COSSPP research story by letting us know about your research
accomplishments, awards, and recognitions.

And, as always, please reach out to me, Laura Kitchens (pre-award), or Crystal Workman (post-
award) for any questions related to research support.

Have a wonderful and productive Fall 2025 semester.

View this email as a web page.

https://view.message.fsu.edu/?qs=d46f0254108f7a00e754cbf723d0a0e5a6a44af87bae998ce69b2b09e1225c5420b5cf216c14b9aae714331dfb9e03e1313d64fabf90cd429d33fbbc90afccabfa27a0654f4942971a3d7f6742c3b782


Jeffrey R. Brown, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives & Interim Associate Dean for Research
Professor of Urban and Regional Planning
College of Social Sciences & Public Policy
jrbrown3@fsu.edu | Bellamy 160-J

  

COSSPP Welcomes Crystal Workman as Post-Award Grants
Specialist

Crystal Workman joined COSSPP August 2025
as the college’s post-award grants specialist.

In this role, she works in collaboration with
Laura Kitchens, our veteran pre-award grants
specialist. Crystal’s duties include working with
unit staff and faculty PIs to ensure grant
compliance, track budgets, and assist with
project closeout, among other tasks.

You can find Crystal in her office in the Dean’s
Suite (160-B Bellamy) and contact her by email
at cw25l@fsu.edu or by phone at 229-300-
0444.
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COSSPP Awards Seed Grant Funding to Five Faculty 

The college has provided seed grant funding to five college faculty, with four different research
projects, as part of our annual faculty research support grant program. The faculty and their
projects are as follows:

Amber DeJohn (Geography) “Building Capacity for Geographies of Aging and the Life
course (GOAL) Symposium”
Kai Ou (Political Science) “Titan’s Choice: Navigating Power in Group Decisions”
Tuba Tuncel (Economics) “Product Discontinuations in the Pharmaceutical Industry”
Luke Rodgers (Economics) and Carl Kitchens (Economics) “Human Capital Investments
in Resource Booms: Evidence for Dynamic Complementarities and Structural Change”

College seed funding allows faculty to do the foundational and exploratory work necessary to put
together more competitive external research proposals. We anticipate issuing another call for
proposals in spring 2026.

Pictured from left: Dr. Tuncel, Dr. Ou, Dr. Kitchens, Dr. Rogers, and Dr. DeJohn

  

College and University Fall Research Event Highlights



October 19-25, 2025 

Florida State University hosts the third annual
FSU Discovery Days, a weeklong celebration
of research, creativity, and discovery.

Discovery Days have something for everyone
— from “Shark Tank”-style business pitch
competitions to kid-friendly physics and art
projects to events on public health, AI, and
more.

Read More

November 4-8, 2025 (specifics TBD)

Mark your calendars! COSSPP's Academy of
Scholars is hosting Former NSF Program Officer
Reggie Sheehan, tentatively during lunchtime on
November 6, with other events occurring
between November 4 and 8. 

The COSSPP Academy of Scholars (Amanda
Driscoll, Ph.D.; David Berlan, Ph.D.; Eric
Coleman, Ph.D.; Tony Kwasnica, Ph.D.) will
host other research-oriented events throughout
the academic year. We will share information
about these events when it becomes available.

  

Research Roundup – Contracts & Grants Highlights & Awards 

During Fiscal Year 2024-25, COSSPP faculty participated in 37 externally funded research
projects with total awards of $4.3 million. 28 of the 37 projects were new awards in FY25, and
funding was received from Federal (59%), state (21%), and other (20%) entities.

COSSPP faculty participated in the development of 66 unique proposal submissions. These
funding requests totaled $76.2 million, and they targeted Federal (54%), State (11%) and Other
(35%) entities.

https://click.message.fsu.edu/?qs=561babd9eabb3e18a9811e2cc41ee05449a4918c672e835a4cad781b346d034b1bbc8e0fad6f9562b3729a3a3549c8f4a46c875779e827b4


Congratulations to faculty in COSSPP who have secured a number of awards from diverse
funders such as the Florida Department of Transportation, National Institutes of Health, National
Science Foundation, and National Institute on Aging during the period of April 1, 2024 – June 30,
2025 

Matthew Brooks, Ph.D.

The Effect of Medicaid Expansion on Mortality Disparities and Poverty awarded by the
University of Kansas – National Institutes of Health
The Living Arrangements of Rural Older Adults and its Uneven Impacts on Physical Health
awarded by the University of Minnesota – National Institute on Aging

Jenny Bueno, Ph.D. Candidate 

Spatial and Temporal Dynamics of Intertidal Oyster Reefs and Mangrove Expansion: A
Remote Sensing Approach awarded by the Society of Woman Geographers 

Dawn Carr, Ph.D.

Michigan Retirement and Disability Research Center FY24-FY28 awarded by the
University of Michigan Ann Arbor – U.S. Social Security Administration

Amanda Driscoll, Ph.D.

Collaborative Research: Democratic Accountability and Judicial Legitimacy awarded by
the National Science Foundation

Michael Duncan Jr., Ph.D.

Apalachee Regional Planning Council - FSU Graduate Internship 2024-2025 awarded by
the Apalachee Regional Planning Council 
Apalachee Regional Planning Council - FSU Graduate Internship 2025-2026 awarded by
the Apalachee Regional Planning Council
Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency - FSU Internship Program 2024-2025 awarded by
the Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency
StarMetro Transit Development Plan Update awarded by the Florida Department of
Transportation – Federal Transit Administration

Marli Dunietz, Ph.D. Candidate 

Digital Paywalls and the Rationale for Uninformed Voting awarded by the Rapoport Family
Foundation

Brad Gomez, Ph.D.

Office of Evaluation Sciences – Schultz (2024-2025) awarded by the General Services
Administration 

Mathew Hauer III, Ph.D.

Abandoned Settlements, Abandoned Health awarded by the National Institute on Aging



Katherine Yewell Kriebel, Ph.D.

Food Insecurity and Medicaid Spending (C5537) FY25 awarded by University of Kentucky
Research – Cabinet for Health and Family Services
USDA RIDGE Partnership for Food and Nutrition Assistance Research awarded by Tufts
University – U.S. Department of Agriculture

Kelly Kinahan, Ph.D

FAMU Climate Change Center Budget** awarded by the Florida Department of
Transportation

David Merrick II, Ph.D

AI Institute for Societal Decision Making (AI-SDM) awarded by Carnegie Mellon
University – National Science Foundation

Dennis Smith, AICP

Emerging Practices in Community Engagement for Transportation Planning awarded by
the Florida Department of Transportation – U.S. Department of Transportation
North Star Legacy Communities, Capital Area: A Bicentennial Celebration awarded by
the Florida Department of State
Flood modeling in Okaloosa County, FL under sea-level rise** awarded by Jacobs
Engineering – Okaloosa County Florida

Samuel Staley, Ph.D. 

An Examination of Impact Fees and Land Use Regulations on Affordable Housing in
Florida awarded by the James Madison Institute 
Florida Commercial Freight Long Range Infrastructure Planning awarded by the Florida
Department of Transportation

Tian Tang, Ph.D. 

Collaborative Research: GCR: Convergent Anthropocene Systems (Anthems) A System-of-
Systems Paradigm awarded by the Virginia Polytechnic Institute – National Science
Foundation
Environmental Protection Agency Climate Pollution - Phase II awarded by Miami-Dade
County – Environmental Protection Agency
SCC-IRG Track 1: Assessing the Potential for Transactive Energy Communities in Rural
New Hampshire awarded by the Stevens Institute of Technology – National Science
Foundation

Miles Taylor, Ph.D.

Analysis of Newborn Hearing Screening Deidentified Data awarded by the Florida
Department of Health
Data Reporting and Quality Improvement for the Telehealth Minority Maternity Care
Program (TMMC) awarded by the Florida Department of Health
DOEA Intrastate Funding Formula awarded by the Florida Department of Elder Affairs



External Evaluation of Telehealth Minority Maternity Care Program (TMMC) awarded by
the Florida Department of Health
Safe Mobility for Life Coalition FY2024-2025 awarded by the Florida Department of
Transportation – U.S. Department of Transportation 

Tuba Tuncel, Ph.D.

Cost of Product Discontinuations in the Pharmaceutical Industry awarded by the National
Institute for Health Care Management

Christopher Uejio, Ph.D.

Harnessing ECOSTRESS to Assess the Diurnal Dynamics of the Urban Thermal
Environments and Their Impacts on Heat-Related Health Risks awarded by the University
of Alabama, Huntsville – National Aeronautics & Space Administration (NASA)

**Not the Lead PI on this proposal.

  

Stay in the know with our news!

Check out some of the recent news stories below and view all of COSSPP's recent research
stories and grant announcements at cosspp.fsu.edu/category/research.

Research Spotlight: "NASA Satellite Data to Reveal Global
Patterns in Tropical Forest Canopy Height"

https://click.message.fsu.edu/?qs=561babd9eabb3e186485d3748f20f0eb2225c1e65bf8ba5d3db45e6f434058cf2779b66adb9bc16fb810da91b5e552ea5162ff1c7990a02b


Department of Geography Assistant Professor Liling Chang,
Ph.D., was a part of publishing a study identifying key
environmental factors that affect tropical forest canopy height.
The research offers insights into predicting how tropical
forests may respond to future environmental changes. 

This information can help identify areas suited for long-term
carbon storage and climate resilience initiatives. 

Read More

Research Spotlight: "Artificial Intelligence, Mechanism Design
and Human Behavior: Experiments and Theory"

Florida State University’s XS/FS Experimental Laboratory
hosted the 2025 NBER/CEME Decentralization Conference at
Florida State University on April 24 – 26, 2025, with the theme
“Artificial Intelligence, Mechanism Design and Human
Behavior: Experiments and Theory.” 

The conference will also result in the publication of a volume
in a book series named “Research in Experimental
Economics on AI and Economics” edited by Dr. Kwasnica and
Tanya Rosenblat, Ph.D., a professor at the University of
Michigan.  

Read More

Research Spotlight: "Importance of Psychological Resilience in
Aging and Widowhood"

A new study from Florida State University’s Claude Pepper
Center and  Pepper Institute on Aging & Public Policy has
shed new light on the importance of psychological resilience
for aging adults experiencing widowhood, including notable
gender differences in recovery.
 

The research offers valuable perspectives for public health
strategies aimed at promoting sustained mental health among
widowed individuals.
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Read More

  

Apply for a Research Spotlight!

Share your research-related successes with us and apply to have your research featured on
COSSPP news using this brief questionnaire or email details to cosspp-alumni@fsu.edu.

bit.ly/COSSPPresearch​

  

Connect with Us
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Jeffrey Brown, Ph.D. 
Interim Associate Dean for Research

Dr. Brown is the Associate Dean for Strategic
Initiatives and Interim Associate Dean for
Research for FSU's College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy. He leads COSSPP's
Research Team in their efforts to support faculty
research.

Contact

Pre-Award: Laura Kitchens
Grants Specialist

Laura Kitchens is the Pre-Award Grants
Specialist for the College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy. She has worked at Florida
State University since 2014 and has been
serving in her role in the Dean’s Office since
2018. Laura has over 18 years of experience
working on Contracts and Grants.

Contact

Post-Award: Crystal Workman
Grants Specialist

Crystal Workman is the Post-Award Grants
Specialist for the College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy. She began serving in her role
in the Dean’s office in 2025. Crystal has over 19
years of experience working on Contracts and
Grants. 

Contact
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Follow our social media!

To learn more and stay up to date on the latest research happenings at the College, follow our
social media pages.
 

Facebook X Instagram YouTube LinkedIn
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