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A Message from COSSPP Associate Dean
Dr. Jeffrey Brown

Dear COSSPP Colleagues,

The COSSPP Research Team is excited to share with you the
Spring 2026 semester issue of Research Roll Call.

In this issue, we highlight a few recent faculty research
accomplishments and invite COSSPP faculty to apply for seed
grants as part of the college’s faculty research support program.

Our team supports faculty in their pursuit of research funding.
Working in collaboration with the terrific COSSPP Communications
Team, we also celebrate faculty research achievements.

I’'m pleased to welcome Dr. Christopher Reenock to the role in Summer 2026. Thank you for
working with our team to advance research at COSSPP and FSU!

Please help us tell the COSSPP research story by letting us know about your research
accomplishments, awards, and recognitions.

And, as always, please reach out to Laura Kitchens (pre-award), or Crystal Workman (post-
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award) for any questions related to research support.

Have a wonderful and productive Spring 2026 semester.

Jeffrey R. Brown, Ph.D.

Associate Dean

Professor of Urban and Regional Planning

FSU College of Social Sciences and Public Policy
jrorown3@fsu.edu | Bellamy 160-J

COSSPP Faculty Research Support Program
Call for Proposals

Application Deadline: Friday, March 6, 2026

All COSSPP tenured or tenure-track faculty are invited to apply for funding through three different
seed grant programs: Individual Faculty Grant Program, Multi-Faculty Grant Program, and
Research Symposium Grant Program. While faculty may apply to multiple grant programs, they
may only receive funding from one program during the current award cycle.

Faculty who budget for a graduate assistant in their proposal must document that they received a
departmental commitment to provide the required tuition waiver for the student.

Faculty proposals that include a documented matching fund commitment from the faculty.
member’s home unit will be viewed favorably in the review process.

The deadline for proposal receipt is Friday, March 6, 2026. Proposals will be reviewed by an
internal committee of COSSPP faculty and staff, based on criteria emphasizing the likelihood of
the proposed activities receiving external funding in the future or, in the case of the research
symposium grants, advancing other COSSPP and FSU research goals.

Laura Kitchens, COSSPP Grants Specialist, is available to assist faculty in preparing applications
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in accordance with program guidelines. Laura will coordinate the proposal review process and
ensure all final reports are received from awardees (lkitchens@fsu.edu).

General questions about the program, including whether a given project idea would fit this call,
should be directed to Associate Dean Jeff Brown (jrbrown3@fsu.edu).

Stay in the know with our news!

Check out some of the recent news stories below and view all of COSSPP's recent research
stories and grant announcements at cosspp.fsu.edu/category/research.

FSU Researcher Provides New Insight Into Economic
Outcomes of the U.S. Space Race

FSU Researcher Provides New
Insight Into Economic Outcomes of
the U.S. Space Race

New research published in the American Economic Review by
Dr. Shawn Kantor, FSU L. Charles Hilton Jr. Distinguished
Professor of Economic Prosperity and Individual Opportunity,
and co-author, Dr. Alexander Whalley of the University of
Calgary, examined whether the massive public investment in
Research and Development (R&D) during the Cold War
generated the widespread technological spillovers often cited
by modern policymakers.

Dr. Kantor and Dr. Whalley argue that the space race
functioned as an applied industrial policy. Rather than
producing fundamental new scientific knowledge, the program
accelerated and combined existing technologies to achieve a
specific geopolitical objective.
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COSSPP Professor Helps Unveil
Innovative Tool to Measure Healthy Aging

COSSPP Professor Helps
Unveil Innovative Tool
to Measure Healthy Aging

Dawn Carr, Ph.D., director of ESU’s Claude Pepper
Center and professor of sociology, is part of the multi-
institutional research team that includes experts from Tufts
University, University of Washington, Urban Institute, and
University of Michigan.

Through their research, the team developed the Index of
Aging_in Midlife and Beyond (IAM+), a simple and accessible
new tool designed to measure and predict healthy aging.

[roster]

Research Spotlight: "Ready for the Next Storm? An analysis of
Florida's Hurricane Preparedness for its Residents

Anne Barrett, Ph.D.

Ready for the next storm? An analysis of
Florida's hurricane preparedness for its

with Disabilities"

Florida State University professor of sociology Anne Barrett,
Ph.D., co-authored the article “Ready for the next storm? An
analysis of Florida’s hurricane preparedness for its residents
with disabilities,” published in the Journal of Elder Policy.

The study examined hurricane preparedness among older
adults with disabilities in Florida. It also explores the
availability of special-needs shelters across Florida counties
designed to support these residents during storms.

[roster]

Department of Geography Hosts Roundtable with Bridge USA

Ukraine Scholars
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On October 10, 2025, the Department of Geography hosted a
roundtable discussion with two scholars from Ukraine,
Kostyantyn Mezentsev, Ph.D. and Sofia Doskich, Ph.D., who
¢ are visiting Florida State University as part of the Bridge USA
Ukraine Program for Resilience and Reconstruction

S Dr. Mezentsev, the Chair of the Department of Economic and
Deparment of Geography Social Geography at Taras Shevchenko National University of
Hosts Roundtable with . . .
Bridge USA Ukraine Scholars Kyiv and Dr. Doskich, an Associate Professor of Geodesy
from the Lviv Polytechnic National University participated in

presentations with several Department of Geography faculty.
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Have a recent research article, dissertation,
or honors thesis you want featured by the college?

Apply for a

COSSPP Research Spotlight!

FSM COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
& PUBLIC POLICY

Apply for a Research Spotlight!

Share your research-related successes with us and apply to have your research featured on
COSSPP news using this brief questionnaire or email details to cosspp-alumni@fsu.edu.

Connect with Us
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Jeffrey Brown, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Research

Dr. Brown is the Associate Dean for Strategic
Initiatives and Interim Associate Dean for
Research for FSU's College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy. He leads COSSPP's
Research Team in their efforts to support faculty

research.

Pre-Award: Laura Kitchens
Grants Specialist

Laura Kitchens is the Pre-Award Grants
Specialist for the College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy. She has worked at Florida
State University since 2014 and has been
serving in her role in the Dean’s Office since
2018. Laura has over 18 years of experience
working on Contracts and Grants.

[cova]

Post-Award: Crystal Workman
Grants Specialist

Crystal Workman is the Post-Award Grants
Specialist for the College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy. She began serving in her role
in the Dean’s office in 2025. Crystal has over 19
years of experience working on Contracts and

Grants.
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Follow our social media!

To learn more and stay up to date on the latest research happenings at the College, follow our
social media pages.
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